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Tappe et al., (2007) quote North American Datum 1983 (NAD83) as the map datum in supplementary data file ‘mmc5.xls’, as opposed to North American Datum 1927 (NAD27). Using NAD83 however plots many of the sample locations offshore. Thus our study converted the location data twice; once using NAD27 and again using NAD83. Where possible (i.e. both onshore) both sites were visited to account for any map datum ambiguity associated with either the location data collection or our use of the location data. The difference between using NAD83 and NAD27 is around 63m for all locations, and in reality this is much smaller than the area around each location which was investigated. Comparison between locations plotted using NAD83 and the widely used WGS84 (World Geodetic System 1984) was found to be insignificant compared to the difference between NAD83 and NAD27, especially considering the large search radius at each sample location.
